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The profound transformation brought about by the virtual world in the social nature of human beings become increasingly

evident, as individuals tend to immerse themselves in digital spaces at the expense of real-life interaction (Turkle, 2011).

This shift has led to the decline of traditional family relationships and the fragmentation of interpersonal bonds within

households (Valkenburg & Peter, 2009).

Literature suggests that modern communication platforms—most notably WhatsApp—have contributed to a form of social

isolation within homes, where each individual inhabits a private digital realm despite their physical presence among others

(Przybylski & Weinstein, 2013).

This phenomenon raises critical questions about the future of familial values in the context of digital transformation and

highlights the dangers of digital addiction, which has been classified by the United Nations as a disease.

The study concludes by emphasizing its central aim: to examine the impact of WhatsApp on adolescents’ social behavior

and its implications for family communication and the transmission of values across generations.

The research paper is structured into four chapters, three theoretical and one empirical:

1. Chapter One explores psychosocial development theories, modernity theory, and the technological factor theory,
highlighting their interrelation within the framework of inevitable social change.

2. Chapter Two analyzes WhatsApp’s features and dynamics from both sociological and psychological perspectives.

3. Chapter Three presents a historical overview of family relationships, emphasizing the role of familial communication in
shaping society, followed by a discussion of the virtual society that the next generation is preparing to inhabit.

4. Chapter Four presents and interprets the findings of the field study.

Research Terms: WhatsApp — Social Isolation — Internet Addiction — Identity — Communication — Virtual Community.
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